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Peru: Update On Political Crisis
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, August 25, 1992
Aug. 10: In Quito, President Alberto Fujimori said his July 28 statements regarding the constituent
congress were "only proposals." (For most recent coverage of the political crisis, see Notisur,
08/11/92.) Aug. 11: Fujimori rejected an offer from the 13 major opposition parties to hold parallel
"egalitarian" negotiations. The offer was also opposed by the six small opposition parties which
originally accepted the government's invitation to negotiate. The six parties felt that agreements
already reached with the government would be compromised by a new negotiation process.
The six parties were the Society and Democracy (Sociedad y Democracia-SODE) party, the
National Campesino and Workers Front (Frente Nacional de Trabajadores y Campesinos), the
Independent Moralizing Front (Frente Independiente Moralizador-FIM), the Socialist Convergence
(Convergencia Socialista-CS), the Parliamentary Brotherhood (Fraternidad Parlamentaria-FP) and
Fujimori's Cambio 90 movement. Aug. 12: Fujimori issued three decrees officially implementing
martial law against those accused of terrorist crimes. The measures had been announced during
an address to the nation July 25. The first decree classifies the crime of causing loss of life under
the auspices of a terrorist organization as treason, thus bringing those accused of the crime under
military justice. The definition of treason was extended to include persons found responsible for
the explosion of car bombs and other explosive devices, as well as those who knowingly store
explosives to be used in terrorist attacks. The classification of treason also allows those convicted
of these crimes to be sentenced to life imprisonment. According to a judicial system source,
because the decree is not retroactive, only crimes defined as treason committed from this date
forward will be judged in military courts. Those committed previously will still be handled in
the civil court system. A second decree eliminated the statute of limitations on charges related
to terrorism or drug trafficking. The statute of limitations previously required that suspects be
charged and tried within three months of detention. The third decree specified that members of
the National Police found guilty of common crimes will receive double the maximum sentence
for private citizens convicted of the same crime. The 13 major political parties decided to meet
with Oscar de la Puente, who currently serves as Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, to discuss
the possibility of uniting government and opposition dialogues. Party representatives demanded
that the date for municipal elections be changed in order for the elections to be held this year
as a precondition for their participation in negotiations with the government. According to
the current constitution, the elections must be held every three years on the second Sunday in
November. The mandate of current municipal authorities ends December 31, and thus if elections
are delayed they will be serving in a "de-facto" capacity. Aug 13: De la Puente rejected mediation
by the Organization of American States (OAS) in the dialogue between the government and
opposition parties. According to De la Puente, "We are sufficiently capable of finding a solution
to our differences and we are mature enough to look for more direct alternatives." Next, De la
Puente said the government would not hold municipal elections at the same time as the elections
for the constituent assembly November 22 as requested by the opposition, "because this would
confuse the voters, especially those who are illiterate." He further emphasized that if the 13 parties
eventually agree to enter negotiations with the government, they would be joining the current
dialogue already underway with six smaller parties and not initiating a new or separate dialogue.
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Aug. 15: Fujimori issued a decree mandating that prisoners charged with terrorism can receive
only one 30-minute visit by family members per month. Such prisoners previously had the right to
receive one visit per week. Aug. 16: Talks between the government and opposition parties began
following an agreement to discuss the issue of the date for holding of municipal elections on the
first day of talks, and to consider the framework and electoral rules for the constituent congress on
the remaining two days. The parties which participated in the negotiations were: Popular Action
(Accion Popular-AP), the Popular American Revolutionary Alliance (Alianza Popular Revolucionaria
Americana-APRA), the Popular Christian Party (Partido Popular Cristiano-PPC), the Freedom
Movement (Movimiento Libertad-ML), Socialist Political Action (Accion Politica Socialista-APS),
the Independent Coordinator (Coordinadora Independiente-CI), the Socialist Left (Izquierda
Socialista-IS), the Revolutionary Mariateguista Party (Partido Mariateguista Revolucionario-PMR),
the Peruvian Communist Party (Partido Comunista Peruano-PCP), the Unified Mariateguista Party
(Partido Unificado Mariateguista-PUM) and the United Revolutionary Left (Unidad de Izquierda
Revolucionaria-UIR). Aug. 17: Andean Commission of Jurists (Comision Andina de Juristas-CAJ)
president Diego Garcia Sayan said escalating violence by Sendero Luminoso could eventually
lead to foreign intervention in Peru. Garcia Sayan said that Sendero political violence has replaced
drug trafficking as the primary security concern of countries neighboring Peru. He cited Peruvian
police sources who affirm that Sendero has links with terrorist groups in Bolivia and Chile and
US assistant secretary of state for inter-American affairs Bernard Aronson's warning to the US
Congress that Sendero represented a threat to hemispheric security. De la Puente announced
that the date for municipal elections had been changed, for a second and final time, to Jan. 29,
1993. The government saw the move as a conciliatory gesture toward the 13 opposition parties,
who insisted the elections be held during 1992. Fernando Belaunde announced that the AP party
would no longer participate in the dialogue. The APRA, ML and PCP also withdrew from the
dialogue process following the announcement regarding the municipal elections date. In a televised
address, Fujimori announced the existence of a third terrorist group in Peru and reiterated that his
administration has assigned "maximum priority" to the fight against subversion. Fujimori said the
police suspect that a June 4 attack against the installations of Channel 2 television station was the
work of this unnamed third group. Next, Fujimori said his decision to hold a popular referendum on
the new constitution drafted by the constituent congress was "non-negotiable." Fujimori referred
to recent opinion polls which indicated high approval ratings for him, and said his administration
had already shown a great deal of flexibility in negotiations with the opposition. He also rejected a
proposal by the opposition to reduce the term for the constituent congress to six months. Aug. 18:
The government-opposition dialogue concluded with no significant results. The parties disagreed
with the government's refusal to hold municipal elections during 1992 or limit the functions of the
constituent congress to amending the constitution. De la Puente said the government had already
complied with the opposition's principal demands: that the constituent congress be sovereign
and autonomous and that the current electoral system based on a single national voting district
be maintained. Both sides accused the other of intransigence. De la Puente said the only thing
that happened during negotiations with the 13 major opposition parties was "the loss of three
days without reaching any agreements." However, he said that agreements reached with the six
minor parties before the 13 rejoined the process would be incorporated into the framework and
election rules for the constituent congress. According to the Prime Minister, elections for the 80member unicameral constituent congress will be held November 22, while municipal elections
will be held January 29. The congress will have both legislative and oversight powers and will
be autonomous and sovereign, although its proposals for constitutional reform will be subject to
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popular referendum. Gen. Sinecio Jarama, an army anti-terrorist expert, told reporters he doubted
the existence of a third rebel organization in the country, as Fujimori claimed Aug. 17. Jarama said
Sendero had claimed responsibility for the June 4 car-bomb attack which Fujimori attributed to the
unnamed third group. He added that the bombing had all the characteristics of a Sendero attack.
Aug. 19: Opposition party spokesperson Alberto Borea said the parties are willing to return to the
negotiating table "when the executive abandons its intransigent position." (Sources: Inter Press
Service, 08/18/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 08/18/92; Notimex, 08/16/92, 08/18/92, 08/19/92;
Agence France-Presse, 08/12/92, 08/13/92, 08/15-17/92, 08/19/92, 08/20/92; Spanish news service EFE,
08/12/92, 08/13/92, 08/16/92, 08/17/92, 08/19/92, 08/22/92)
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